February 9, 2007
Dear Parents,


It’s an exciting time to be in third grade because we are starting multiplication! We have discussed multiplication for two days now and I am pleased with the excitement level I have seen.  Hopefully, this will transfer into some motivation to learn the facts.


Just as with addition and subtraction, rapid and accurate recall of multiplication facts in an important part of third grade.  The ISTEP+ Test requires students to have mastered facts for x2, x5, and x10, however, the real world does not stop there.  The students will be introduced to all the facts within the next few weeks to help prepare for 4th grade.


To assess the students’ progress, we will be having daily timed tests on multiplication facts.  All students will start with x2 and go on from there in this order: x5, x10, x0, x1, x9, x3, x4, x6, x7, x8.  Each test will have the 11 facts from that fact group.  The students will have 1 minute to complete the facts.  If they are successful on a test, they will move on to the next fact group.  If not, they will have additional chances to take the test.  I will send the tests home daily so you will be able to help your child study and master the facts.  To help you in doing this, I have attached a set of flash cards for the x2 group.  I recommend that you cut them out and review with your child for at least 10 minutes a night.  Every time the students pass a test, I will staple flash cards for the next group of study to the test so they can continue to study at home.

If you have any questions, please feel free to e-mail or call me at school.  Thank you for your continued support in promoting success for your child!

